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chief, who was lying upon his back inside, and fired a rifle
at him ; the ball just grazed the nose near the eyes, the scar re-
maining to be seen—when the girl seizing the loaded rifle of
her father, and with a few young braves near by, pursued the
enemy ; two were killed, the heroine shot one, and bore his scalp
back to the lodge of Na-naw-ga-be, her father.

At this interview, we learned of a custom among the Chip-
pewas, savoring of superstition, and which they say has ever
been observed in their tribe. All the youths of either sex,
before they can be considered men and women, are required
to undergo a season of rigid fasting. If any fail to endure
for four days without food or drink, they cannot be respected
in the tribe, but if they can continue thus to fast through ten
days it is sufficient, and all in any case required. They have
then perfected their high position in life.

This Princess fasted ten days without a particle of food or
drink; on the tenth day, feeble and nervous from fasting, he
had a remarkable vision which she revealed to her friends.
She dreamed that at a time not far distant, she accompanied
a war party to the Sioux country, and that the party wounld
kill one of the enemy, and would bring home his scalp. The
war party, as she had dreamed, was duly organized for the
start.

Against the strongest remonstrance of her mother, father,
and other friends, who protested against it, the young girl in-
sisted upon going with the party; her highest ambition, her
whole destiny, her life seemed to be at stake, to go and verify
the prophecy of her dream. She did go with the war party.
They were absent about ten or twelve days, they had erossed
the Mississippi, and been into the Sioux territory. There had
been no blood of an enemy to allay their thirst or to palliate
their vengeance. They had taken mno scalp to herald their
triumphant return to their home. The party reached the great
river homeward, were recrossing, when lo! they spied a sin-
gle Sioux, in his bark canoe near by, whom they shot, and



